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G.O.C. 3rd Corps, issued orders* for further progress to be
made " in driving the enemy from the trenches ... on both
" banks of the Hai.. /* In outline., his plan was for the
3rd Corps (with one Brigade of the 1st Corps temporarily
attached to it) to carry out an assault on the Hai, while the
Cavalry Division was to- co-operate in the attack on its open
left flank (which had had to be carefully protected from Arab
attacks during the whole of the operations) to the westward.
The G.O.C. 3rd Corps (General Marshall) decided to make
this assault with a division on each bank of the Hai supported
by the 3rd Corps Artillery.
On the 1st February, the operations began. On the east
bank it met with signal success. During the day, the 13th
Division, at the cost of very slight casualties, captured the
whole of the defences—excepting the last line of trenches—
between the Tigris and the Hai. On the west bank, however,
it was not so successful. The initial assualt of the 14th
Division reached the enemas first line, but by 1330 hours the
attackers were driven out by a fierce counter-attack and were
forced back to their starting-line with very heavy losses.f
Communication-trenches (which had not been fully completed
in their preparation) became very congested, and for the rest
of the day attempts to organise a fresh attack failed.
During the night, General Marshall withdrew the 13th
Division from the east bank (relieving it by the Infantry
Brigade lent to him by the 1st Corps) in order to transfer it
to the left of the 14th Division and to extend the front of
attack on the west bank. On the 2nd February, owing to a
heavy mist, it was thought inadvisable to resume operations,
but on the 3rd the 14th Division again assaulted the defences
west of the Hai. During the previous night the 13th Division
had extended a line of piquets north-westwards towards the
Tigris to enclose the Turks in the Dahra bend. Under the
heavy artillery barrage which was arranged to protect the
left flank of the assault from enfilade fire, the 14th Division
advanced, and succeeded in carrying the two lines of trenches
which were its objective. By nightfall the Division had
made considerable progress, although its casualties were
severe. On the east bank, during the 3rd, no serious fighting
took place, but preparations were made to drive the enemy
out of his last line of trenches. However, early in the morning
* Fide Official History, Vol. Ill, pp. 117, 118.
fThe 36th and 45th Sikhs lost 16 British and 28 Indian officers,
ami 988 other ranks.

